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128 YALE LAW JOURNAL. 

BOOK NOTICES. 

Principles of the Law of Wills with Selected Cases. Stewart 
Chaplin, Baker, Voorhis & Co., New York, 1892. 

Prof. Chaplin has fallen into line with many of the modern 
legal authors, who write mainly for the use of students, and has 
united in the same volume both text and reprints of some of the 
most important illustrative cases. However variant the ideas of 
legal educators, nearly all agree that some reading of cases is 
indispensable to the student's appreciation of legal principles. 
The growth of our law schools, makes impracticable any study of 
cases, where they are only to be found in the school libraries. 
Collections of cases either in, or in connection with, the text-books 
used, are indispensable. The author has given in full many 
ancient and valuable cases, practically inaccessible to those not 
within reach of large libraries. In addition to these he has given 
abstracts of others, and condensed into the form of illustrations 
the essence of many more. The table of cases contains nearly 
2000, many of them as recent as those in the 61st of Connecticut. 
The motif which runs through the book is the distinction between 
the testator's own wish, and his formal statement of it; each of 
which called his "will." As the author says, the latter derives 
its only intrinsic value from the fact that the former is back of 
and embodied in it. This distinction and this proposition may be 
applied to illuminate the dark corners, and solve the difficult 
problems of the law of wills, and are constantly so employed 
throughout the book. The several chapters deal with Testamen- 
tary Incapacity ; Undue Influence and Fraud ; Execution ; Revo- 
cation and Republication ; Form, Nature and Scope of Wills ; and 
Construction, Presumptions and Rules of Law. A table of defi- 
nitions follows, and the English Wills Act is given in the Appen- 
dix. The book cannot but be exceedingly useful to the practicing 
lawyer, as well as to those for whose use it is primarily intended. 

United States Circuit Courts of Appeals Reports, Vol. I. West 
Publishing Co. , St. Paul, Minn., 1892. 

The recent organization of the United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals is the occasion of a new series of reports by the West 
Publishing Co. , of which this volume is the first. It contains all 
the cases that have been decided up to date with many valuable 
annotations, as well as the acts of Congress establishing the 
courts, and the rules of procedure in the various circuits, also 
elaborately annotated. In the note to Law Ow Bew v. U. S. the 
jurisdiction of the court is discussed at some length, as well as the 



